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Qualitative Research in Evidence Based Healthcare – an exploration of scope and methods KAOS

Mission Statement

“KAOS is an International
Organization of Evil. Sissies need
not apply! The life of any Control
agent trying to infiltrate this
organization will be in grave
jeopardy at all times... you will be
facing constant danger at every
turn... AND... LOVING IT!”

[KAOS is a Delaware Corporation and an equal
opportunity employer.]

Cochrane Collaboration
Mission Statement

“The Cochrane Collaboration is
an international organisation
that aims to help people make
well-informed decisions about
healthcare by preparing,
maintaining and promoting
the accessibility
of systematic reviews of
the effects of healthcare
interventions”

The Qualitative Research Methods Group

Registered with The Cochrane Collaboration in April
2003

Aims to develop and support methodological work on
the inclusion in systematic reviews of findings from
studies using qualitative  methods.

Initially co-convened by:
Jennie Popay (Lancaster University),
Jane Noyes (University of Wales) and
Katrina Røn (Lancaster University).

Now has over 130 members.

Methodological issues

• searching for relevant information from
qualitative studies and the search
strategies needed to do this

• developing tools for critically appraising
qualitative research

• developing methods for
synthesising/summarising data acquired
from qualitative studies

Cochrane systematic reviews-
do the right reviews, do them well
and present the best possible way.

• The Cochrane Collaboration needs the work of
the Qualitative Research Methods Group to
improve their reviews – to “do them well”

• Healthcare researchers have been slow on the
uptake on the use of qualitative research to
assess health interventions.

• As review authors we desperately need guidance
on how to include the findings from studies using
qualitative methods in our systematic reviews.
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• Jennie Popay (Lancaster University)

• Karin Hannes (Belgian Centre for
Evidence-Based Medicine)

• Jane Noyes (University of Wales)

• Alan Pearson (Joanna Briggs
Institute)

Congratulations


